Assistant Walkinshaw’s speech - 2nd of September 2019
Master, Wardens, Court Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privilege and pleasure to congratulate the new Master and his Wardens on their installation this afternoon and to thank the Immediate Past Master for guiding us through the year just gone.
But first it is my pleasure, on behalf of the Company, to thank Patricia Cole for all her support to Graham throughout the year, for representing the Coachmakers at so many Consort events in her own right, and for doing so throughout the year with such a wonderful smile.
May I ask the Toastmaster to present Patricia with a token of our gratitude.
Mr Cash, may I now ask you to relieve Patricia of her Brooch of Office and present it to our new Mistress, Zoe Charlesworth; and in anticipation of Zoe supporting the new Master in the time honoured fashion I’d be grateful to Mr Cash if he would present her with a token of our pleasure that she will be the Mistress for the ensuing year.
 At this point on behalf of you all, I should like to thank our Immediate Past Master for all the work that he has done to represent the Coachmakers within the City and to manage our affairs in such a dedicated fashion.  I should also like to congratulate him for persuading the Court to share his vision of the future and for establishing the Project 350+ Committee, of which I am honoured to have been invited to chair and for which I look forward to developing the ideas that Graham has initiated.
I am sure that you will all join me in wishing Graham and Patricia the very best of luck as they step back from front line Coachmaker business and enjoy a little rest and recuperation after a busy but extremely successful year. 
Turning to our new Master; on behalf of us all may I congratulate you on your installation and wish you and Zoe a successful and rewarding year.  I understand that your year may have a strong automotive theme but it has been suggested that aerospace and equine considerations will not be ignored and I, like everyone here tonight, look forward to hearing what you have to say very shortly and to working with you through the ensuing year.
Our new Senior Warden has the honour of being only the second lady to hold the position in our 342 year history; but as they say: good things come to those that wait. Sarah Adams-Diffey runs a successful business which focuses on soft furnishings and interior décor but, I think it is fair to say, she is a committed and addicted petrol head who is steeped in motoring and motor racing history.  And there is video footage available of her wresting her most recent acquisition, a Bugatti Type 35B Grand Prix car – clearly an ideal candidate to take the wheel in the fullness of time and we congratulate Sarah on her installation as the Senior Warden and wish her and Simon the best of luck for the year.
As with the London buses, you wait for 8 years and then two turn up at the same time – both of whom are called Sarah!  Sarah Sillars is our new Renter Warden with a business background in the motoring industry.  Having served in a number of senior Board positions she has this year stepped back from full time employment, and has been focussing her energies on achieving a numerically significant list of long held aspirations.  Gallantry prevents me from saying exactly how long that list might be but suffice to say it remains as work in progress.  Sadly her husband John is unable to join us this evening as the first phase of his bionic upgrade is still settling down but we wish both Sarah and John a successful year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Last but not least is the junior member of the team, the newly installed Junior Warden, Tony Sparks.  Tony’s father, Past Master Peter Sparks, has been unable to join us today to witness Tony’s installation, but we ask Tony to pass on our good wishes to him.  Tony has a business background principally in property management but I’m told that notwithstanding, he too lists his interest predominantly in the motoring camp; which suggests that we appear to have a theme set for the next few years but I am sure that the Gallant and Learned Clerk will ensure that the Aerospace and Coaching industries get an occasional mention.  Notwithstanding, we congratulate Tony on his installation, and we wish him and his wife Gilly a happy year as he learns the ropes of Wardenship.
Ladies and Gentlemen please rise and join with me to drink a toast to:          The Master and Wardens
